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THE rather extensive integration of Burma's economy with
the economies of India and Kuropc resulted in a regional
specialization or division of labor which made lUinna almost
entirely a producer of raw materials and semifinished products,
while it imported manufactured products from other and mure
industrialized countries. Burma's small factory industry was
never protected by a tariff against Indian competition, and the
tariffs against Empire products, and even foreign products,
were never very high. On the other hand, foreign firms with
well-established connections abroad, stood ready to dispose of
the rice, teak, rubber, lead, petroleum, and other products of
Burmese field, well, mine, or forests.
Burmans, like nationalists in most other nomiulustrial
countries, did not like this situation, for they noted that nearly
all the politically and militarily strong: countries were highly
industrialized.
Numerous public utterances by Burmese leaders surest
the likelihood of a vigorous program of industrialisation as
soon as the new national government is in a position to give
detailed attention to this aspect of national development, h
will be interesting to note the results of such efforts to over-
come the handicaps of a late start and lack of domestic coal,
iron, and capital
Since Burma's soil, climate, forests, and mineral resources
made it a particularly favored supplier of products greatly in
demand in India, Europe, and elsewhere, it is not surprising
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